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1. Introduction 
This statistical report provides data collected by the University on student-related equality and diversity 
issues. The report uses the most recent datasets available in each case.  

The report has been structured across the following strands:  

• Demographic profile of the student body. 

• Attainment (in terms of degree outcome). 

• Academic Appeals. 

A brief commentary on the data is provided at the end of each section. It should be noted that this 
report does not detail the actions taken in response to issues highlighted. Such actions are determined 
by the relevant committees which consider this data on a regular basis.  

Links to other relevant documents and information are embedded throughout the document. 
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2. Demographic Profile 
Note: All of the below Demographic tables use HESA data. HESA rounds all data to the closest 5.  

2.1. Student Profile by Ethnicity (BAME/White) and Mode of Study 

 

2.2. Student Profile by Ethnicity (BAME/White) and Level of Study  
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2.3. Student Profile by Ethnicity (detailed) 

 

2.4. Student Profile by Gender and Mode of Study 
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2.5. Student Profile by Gender and Level of Study 
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2.6. Student Profile by Disability and Mode of Study 
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2.7. Student Profile by Disability and Level of Study 

 

2.8. Student Profile by Religion and Belief 
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2.9. Commentary 
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We can offer the following commentary in respect of the demographic data set presented above:  

• The number of BAME students registered at the University has been rising steadily over the past 3 years, reaching 19.6% of the total student 
population in 2021/22. This is slightly in advance of other Russell Group institutions (for full-time students) but very marginally below the sector 
average (20%). The majority of our BAME students are registered on undergraduate courses of study.  

• Asian students continue to represent the single largest ethnicity within the profile of BAME students.   
• Our gender split continues to show we have a significantly lower proportion of female to male students in comparison to the sector. It may be 

reasonable to assume that this is in part due to our particular portfolio of subject areas. We have, however, seen a steadily increasing percentage 
of female students registering at the University over the past 7 years with the proportion now sitting at 40.4% up from 37% in 2014/15.  

• As in previous years, our proportion of disabled students continues to run in advance of the sector and the Russell Group. Indeed, we saw a further 
significant rise between 19/20 and 21/22 (from 15.8% to 18.8%). 

• For our undergraduate students, Christianity continues to be the religion most identified with amongst students, although the proportion of students 
identifying this way continues to decline. Other faith group numbers remain stable. Amongst our postgraduate population just over a quarter of 
student identify with no religion. This is closely followed with around a fifth of students identifying as Christian. We have seen a significant jump in 
the proportion of postgraduate students identifying as Hindu. This is likely to be attributable to a shift in the countries of origin of our postgraduate 
students with a move away from Chinese students and an increased number of Indian students.  
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3. Attainment 
The University has developed a comprehensive Access and Participation Plan. The plan is publicly 
available on our website. 

The statistical analysis carried out as part of the development of the plan identified an awarding gap 
between White and Black and White and Asian students but did not find statistically significant attainment 
gaps across other protected characteristics. We have therefore only presented attainment data related to 
ethnicity in this report. Further details are available in our Access and Participation Plan.  

 

3.1. Commentary 

• As the data above demonstrate, there is a significant awarding gap between White and Black 
students (12.8%) in the most recent year. Interventions have been identified as part of the Access 
and Participation Plan and our Race Equality Charter Action Plan. In this context we may note a 
steady reduction in the awarding gap over the past 5 years, from 24.7% to 12.8%. Progress is being 
made towards the target of 10% in 2024/25. 

• There is also a significant awarding gap between White and Asian students. Interventions have 
been identified as part of the Access and Participation Plan and our Race Equality Charter Action 
Plan. In this context we may note a reduction in the awarding gap over the past 5 years, from 12% 
to 4.7% in the most recent year.  

  

https://www.lboro.ac.uk/study/access-participation/
https://www.lboro.ac.uk/equity-diversity-inclusion/race-equity/race-equality-charter/action-plan/
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4. Academic Appeals 

4.1. Total Number of Academic Appeals  

  

 

Please note: Numbers rounded to the nearest 5 

4.2. Academic Appeals by Gender 

 

*Other includes Non-Binary, Other and Prefer not to say; labels are defined by HESA 

4.3. Academic Appeals by Ethnicity 

 

4.4. Academic Appeals by Disability 



ANNEX 3 – Student data 

 13 

 

4.5. Academic Appeals in 2022 by Gender 

 

*Other includes Non-Binary, Other and Prefer not to say; labels are defined by HESA 

4.6. Academic Appeals in 2022 by Ethnicity 

 

4.7. Academic Appeals in 2022 by Disability 

 

4.8. Commentary 
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• Over the past 8 years the number of appeals has continued to rise steadily, with a particularly 
notable spike in 2019.  

• In the most recent years (2021 and 2022) there seem to be no anomalies in terms of the genders 
represented in appeals. 

• BAME students continue to be very significantly over-represented (55.5% of appeals against a 
student population of 18.1%%). However, there was no difference in the proportion of BAME 
student appeals upheld in comparison to White students. Black students were more likely to have 
their appeal upheld than White students. 

• Disabled students were significantly over-represented in the number of appeals in 2022, making up 
26.8% of appeals but only 18.8% of the student population. However, as in previous years appeals 
from disabled students were more likely to be upheld (53% vs 42%). 
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